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Special  Election Swearing In
On Thursday, July 11, 2025, Chad Delgado was officially sworn
in as the Special Election Bishop Paiute Tribal Council Member.
His term will extend through June. A brief celebration followed

with cupcakes and ice cream, before the Council proceeded
with its regularly scheduled Thursday evening meeting. We

extend our congratulations to Council Member Delgado as he
begins his term in service to the Bishop Paiute Citizens.
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2025 UPCOMING GENERAL MEETINGS: 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, EVENTS & UPDATES: 

The Bishop Paiute Tribe will be holding General Council
Meetings for the following Saturday mornings in 2025:

SEPTEMBER 20, 2025
DECEMBER 20, 2025

*** These meetings are only for Bishop Paiute Tribal Members and required Tribal Staff***

We will be serving breakfast at 8:30AM and the meeting will begin at 9:00AM.  
 If you would like to add an agenda item, please contact 

Charlene Keller (760) 873-3584 ext. 1200.

2025 UPCOMING DISTRIBUTION DATES: 
Approved by Tribal Council: 01/14/2025 *DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE*

Distribution Date: August 13, 2025
Last day to Register: July 14, 2025

Distribution Date: November 12, 2025
Last day to Register: October 13, 2025

CRITERIA THAT MUST BE MET:
MUST BE 21 YEARS OF AGE- PROOF OF AGE (DRIVERS LICENSE, TRIBAL ID/CALIFORNIA
ID OR BIRTH CERTIFICATE).      
 TRIBAL ENROLLMENT VERIFICATION- (RESOLUTION OR TRIBAL ID CARD).
RESIDENCY VERIFICATION-MUST BE A PERMANENT RESIDENT OF/ON THE
BISHOP PAIUTE RESERVATION, ROUND VALLEY, RED HILL, OR THE  CITY OF BISHOP.

 (Examples of residency verification: Envelope with postdated stamp within the last 30 days prior to submitting
application, Utility bill) 

*IF YOU CURRENTLY A REGISTERED VOTER, NO ACTION NEEDED.*
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REMINDER TRIBAL MEMBERS:
MAKE SURE YOUR MAILING ADDRESS IS CURRENT. 

IF YOU NEED TO CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS, PLEASE FILL OUT A CHANGE OF

ADDRESS FORM AND A W-9 FORM (BOTH FORMS ARE NEEDED). IF YOU HAVE

ANY QUESTIONS,  PLEASE CONTACT THE TRIBAL OFFICE (760) 873-3584.

FORMS ARE AVAILABLE AT  THE TRIBAL OFFICE  or
 www.bishoppaiutetribe.com
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BISHOP PAIUTE TRIBE EXCLUDED INDIVIDUALS

IF SEEN ON THE BISHOP PAIUTE RESERVATION
PLEASE CALL BISHOP PAIUTE POLICE AT (760)873-4477 OR INYO

COUNTY DISPATCH (760)878-0383 OPTION 4

TANYA 
SOLESBEE

HECTOR
 CERDA

JOSE 
CAMACHO

SHILBY 
ANDREAS

GABBY 
MCDARMENT JR.

GEORGE 
CHEZUM

JOHN SALAIZ

LAUREN ANDREAS

GABBY 
MCDARMENT SR.

Copies of  current Ordinances are avai lable at
www.bishoppaiute.net or at the Tr ibal  Off ice.

The fol lowing individuals a r e  n o t  a l lowed within the boundaries of
the Bishop Paiute Tr ibal  Reservat ion.  

P L E A S E  N O T E :  A N Y  A S S I G N M E N T  H O L D E R  H A R B O R I N G  A N  E X C L U D E D
I N D I V I D U A L  W I L L  B E  C I T E D .  

RUBEN
GRANADOS

AUBURN ANDREAS

JORDAN BARR

DAMIAN MALONE

NOT PICTURED: 



Bishop Paiute Police
Department

Raymond Allen
Tribal Police Chief

Joe Ourjanian
Tribal Police Lieutenant

Christopher Aukee
Tribal Police Officer

Hunter Begay
Tribal Police Officer

Trainee

Courtney Taylor
Animal Control Officer

Winubi Shaw
Tribal Police Officer

Trace Sapp
Tribal Security Officer
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( 7 6 0 ) 8 7 3 - 4 4 7 7

Community Care Package for 
Tribal Police Officer Trainee, Hunter Begay

Tribal Police Officer Trainee Hunter Begay departed on
July 12, 2025, to attend the Bureau of Indian Affairs Law

Enforcement Academy. He is expected to return in
mid-October after completing his training.

If any Tribal Community Members would like to show
their support or contribute, items may be dropped off

at the Bishop Paiute Tribal Office:
 📍 50 N. Tu Su Lane

We are proud of Hunter and his commitment to the
Bishop Paiute Police Department. We wish him the best

during his training.

Pictured Left to Right: Officer Aukee, Chief Allen
and Officer Trainee Begay
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Building Resilient Tribal Organizations

Las Vegas, NV — Ambroshia Stone, our
Chief Operations Officer, recently earned
a Tribal Administration Certificate
through KOSO Strategies and was
honored to serve as a panelist on
“Women in Leadership” at the Tribal
Leadership Conference.

This conference brought together tribal
professionals from across the country to focus
on strengthening leadership through culturally
grounded practices and effective management
strategies. Key topics included governance,
strategic planning, sustainability, and
integrating traditional values into modern
leadership. As a panelist, Ambroshia shared
insights on the role of Indigenous women in
leadership and connected with peers
committed to the growth and sovereignty of
tribal nations. By attending, she gained new
tools to enhance internal operations and drive
long-term, culturally aligned development. “It
was more than professional development—it
was a powerful exchange of traditions and
visions for the future of our nations,” said
Ambroshia. We take pride in recognizing
Ambroshia’s accomplishments and her
dedication to leadership in our Bishop Paiute
Tribal community.
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The Bishop Paiute Tribe will soon be accepting sealed bids for a selection of
surplus vehicles. This sale will prioritize Tribal member participation, with a

tiered bidding deadline system.

Surplus Vehicle Sale
Coming Soon!

Please Note: Full sale
details, including available

vehicles, bidding
instructions, and payment

requirements, will be
shared soon.

Key Information:
Tribal Member Bids Due: September 8, 2025, by 5:00 PM
Non-Tribal Member Bids Due: September 15, 2025, by 5:00 PM
All vehicles sold as-is. No smog certification or warranties will be
provided.
In the event of a tie, a lottery system will determine the winning bidder.
Winning bidders must pay and remove vehicles within 7 business days
of award.

How to Bid:
 All bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope, including the bidder’s

name, contact information, vehicle details (Year/Make/Model/VIN), and bid
amount. Late, faxed, emailed, or phone bids will not be accepted.

Sealed bids must be delivered to:

Bishop Paiute Tribe
 50 Tu Su Lane

 Bishop, CA 93514
 Attn: Jordan Andreas – Sealed Bids
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Elders Advisory Board Swearing In Ceremony

Special Recognition for the Outgoing Elders Advisory Board Members

Newly Elected Elders Advisory Board Members
 Delbert Kohel, Lynda Charlie, Mary Davis, DeeAnne Chiatovich and Patricia Howard
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FORT TEJON FORCED MARCH MEMORIAL WALK/RUN
On Friday, July 11, tribal community, youth, 
elders, supporters, and allies gathered to take 
part in the annual Fort Tejon Commemorative 
Walk/Run, an event that transforms a painful 
history into a meaningful remembrance.

The run marks the forced journey in 1863, 
when nearly 1,000 Nuumu and Newe were 
marched over 200 miles from Payahuunadü 
to Fort El Tejon.  Some escaped, but many 
didn’t survive.  Though this removal could’ve 
broken the peoples spirit, we endured!  This 
date of remembrance is not just a moment for all of us to reflect
upon, but it’s also a event in our history to unite, reclaim, and
advocate for our lifeways and tribal rights.

The efforts to acknowledge this day comes from the local THPOs -
Lone Pine, Ft. Independence, Big Pine, Bishop, Timbisha, Benton,
and Mono Lake; The Eagle feather staff represents each tribal
community. The Cultural Center is proud to support this year’s
run, whether by providing drinks and snacks along the route, or
by lacing up and joining the run! It is important and vital we come
together for these moments - Thank you to all who made this
possible.  Your presence and support helps ensure our history is
not forgotten!

Tuesday,  August  5 ,  12 ,  19,  26
FSP COMMUNITY MARKET

5pm-7:30pm
Note :  The  Cu l tura l  Center  has

extended  hours  dur ing  the  market
season  unt i l  7 :30pm !

 Thursday,  August  7
 NÜÜMÜ WIA NU WORKSHOP

Tu le  Duck  Making  Workshop  wi th
Joseph  Sepsey

Deta i l s  to  come -  Look  for  f l yer

Tuesdays,  August  12 & 26
NÜÜMÜ WIA NU ACTIVITY @

 the Community Market
5pm -  7pm

Thursday,  August  21
 NÜÜMÜ WIA NU DISCUSSION

Wil low & Basket-making  D iscuss ion
with  Char lene  Redner

Deta i l s  to  come -  Look  for  f l yer

Sundays,  August  3 ,  10,  17 ,  24,  31
COMMUNITY LANGUAGE CLASS

Please  ca l l  THPO @
760.873 .3584 x1992 for  deta i l s

10am -  11 :30am

Tuesday,  August  12
Wednesday,  August  13

GIFT SHOP BUYING DAYS
10am -  6pm

Wednesday,  August  20
COMMODITY DISTRIBUTION
@ Cultura l  Center  Grounds

YPT  Cert i f ie r :  775 .783 .0260 x2
8am -  11 :45am

*Hope your  a l l  scout ing  for
p inenuts . . .

OWENS VALLEY PAIUTE SHOSHONE CULTURAL CENTER
2300 West Line Street, Bishop, CA  93514  |  760-873-8844
HOURS OF OPERATION: SUMMER HOURS (April - September)
Tuesday - Friday, 10am - 6pm  |  Saturday & Sunday, 10am - 3pm 

AUGUST HAPPENINGS...

FOR INFORMATION
ON CURRENT & 

UPCOMING  ACTIVITIES, 
FOLLOW US ON
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OWENS VALLEY PAIUTE SHOSHONE CULTURAL CENTER

AUGUST 4TH
HAPPY BIRTHDAY COAST

GUARD!
 

The Coast Guard was originally
established as the Revenue Cutter
Service in 1790.  In 1915, it merged
with the U.S. Life-Saving Service

and was officially renamed the
Coast Guard, making it the only

maritime service dedicated to
saving life at sea and enforcing the

nation’s maritime laws.
 

MOTTO
“Semper Paratus”

Latin for “Always Ready”, which
represents the their constant

readiness to preserve and protect
the U.S.

 

BIRTHDAY
4 August 1790

AUGUST 7TH
HONORING OUR WARRIORS

ON PURPLE HEART DAY
 

Purple Heart Day is dedicated
to honoring the brave soldiers
who were wounded or killed in
combat.  Among these heroes
are Native American service
members who demonstrated

courage and dedication in
protecting our nation.

As we observe this day, we pay
tribute to our Native recipients
of this highly regarded military

decoration.  Their stories of
bravery are an inspiration to us
all.  We remember and thank

them for their service and
sacrifices.  Let’s ensure their
legacy is honored and their

contributions are never
forgotten.

AUGUST 14TH
HONORING OUR OUR

UNSUNG HEROES
 

 National Navajo Code Talkers
Day is a day dedicated to
recognizing the invaluable

contributions of Native American
Code Talkers during both World

Wars.  During these wars, hundreds
of Native servicemen from more

than 20 tribes used their languages
to develop secret codes, playing a

crucial role in securing
communications and ensuring the

success of military operations.

Among the first to serve as Code
Talkers were the Choctaw, who

used their language during World
War I.  According to the National
Museum of the American Indian,

“In addition to the Choctaw
language speakers, Eastern

Cherokees, Comanches, Cheyenne,
Sioux, and Osages were also among
the Native men who served as code

talkers during World War I.” 

The contributions of our Native
Code Talkers of both World Wars

remain a a proud chapter in our
military history.

TAATSAWANO UPDATE...TAATSAWANO UPDATE...
FOR THOSE WHO TOOK PICTURES WITH FELICIA LANDA DURING
TAATSAWANO, PLEASE STOP BY THE CULTURAL CENTER TO PICK
UP YOUR FLASH DRIVE OF PHOTOS
 



BISHOP TRIBAL NEWSLETTER Page 12

OWENS VALLEY PAIUTE SHOSHONE CULTURAL CENTER

June Piper - Outreach Coordinator
 

Manahuu everyone.  Hi, my name is June Piper; I am a Bishop Paiute Tribal
member and reside on the Bishop Tribal reservation.  My mother was the late
Kathleen Lois Turner/Charlie, and my father was the late Edison Clarence
Charlie, ”Big Chuck”.  I am honored to be a part of the Cultural Center staff, as
the Outreach Coordinator.  I am learning so much this far, which our peoples used
and handed down ever learning regarding lifestyle techniques.  In the Indigenous
world of art and keen knowledge is ever learning.  Last I enjoy helping, working,
and collaborating with various community peoples on our upcoming projects.

Chris Turner - Outreach Assistant
 

My name is Christopher Turner; I am a member of the Bishop Paiute Tribe. I
currently reside on the Bishop Paiute Reservation. My Father is Dean Turner, and
my mother is Shirley Spratt. I am the new Cultural Center Outreach Assistant. I
started on June 23rd, and I am excited to be a new member of the team!

Chalaih Mitchell - SWY CC Clerk
Haoo Mu’, Nu Chailah Nalinlaè Mee Nane’ a. Nu Yaatu Kooyooewatu.  Hello
my name is Chailah Nalinlaè.  I am a member of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe
and raised in the Owens Valley, my home.  I’m the youth worker for the Bishop
Paiute Tribe’s Paiute Shoshone Cultural Center.  I am honored to be a part of a
place that represents so much of who we are as people.  I’m hoping to take the
opportunity to learn more about our traditions, and history.  I’m grateful to the
Bishop Paiute Tribe and the Cultural Center Director for giving me this
opportunity to grow, learn, and serve my community.  Pesa’U- Chailah 

George Brown - SWY CC Clerk
 

My name is George Brown, and I am 16.  I hope to learn how to better work in
customer service as well as remove any untrue biases on Native Americans.
 

THE CULTURAL CENTER WELCOMES NEW STAFF!
We’re excited to announce the newest additions to our Cultural Center team!  Chris Turner hit the ground
running, diving into meetings and outreach planning for the summer and fall months.  Our Summer
Youth Workers quickly learned the ins and outs of the Gift Shop and jumped into more creative tasks
like revamping the COSA exhibit, then assembling new furniture now located throughout the museum.
June Piper also had full first day, going on a site visit to Valentine Reserve in preparation for an
upcoming youth trip and then jumped into outlining outreach projects and events for the remaining
months of 2025. With all this energy, our awesome team is ready to bring fun and meaningful activities to
the community, while staying true to our Nüümü and Newe ways!
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OWENS VALLEY PAIUTE SHOSHONE CULTURAL CENTER
CULTURAL CENTER WELCOMES INTERNATIONAL WRITERS
In collaboration with Visit California, the Cultural Center welcomed 13 international writers on July 17 .
These visitors from all over the globe were on a tour of the Eastern Sierra with a special requested stop at
the Cultural Center to learn about Nüümü  and Newe traditions and lifeways.  The highlight of their visit
was the live demonstrations provided by local crafters who shared their knowledge and cultural insights.

th

A big thank you to our “Fab Four” demonstrators!
Joseph Sepsey, who demonstrated his tulework skills by making a tule duck right before their eyes.
Charlene Redner, who shared her knowledge in basketry and explained how willow is prepared for
weaving.
Troy Watterson, who displayed his beautiful beadwork and discussed the art of beading.
Bobby Piper, Jr., who played the flute and spoke on flutes and hand drums in traditional music.

CULTURAL CENTER HOSTS DOCENT MEET & GREET
On the evening of July 17 , the Cultural Center welcomed
the community interested in becoming docents -
volunteers who support the museum with guiding tours,
sharing knowledge, or helping out with daily operations.

th

We had 23 people in attendance, which included Cultural
Center staff, members of the Cultural Advisory
Committee, our COO Ambroshia Stone, and our newly
elected Councilman Chad Delgado.
After a round of introductions, Tara Frank gave an overview of the Cultural Center’s history and shared
highlights of 2024, including gatherings, tours, exhibits, and recognitions.  It was a casual evening with a
BBQ dinner and an open place for attendees to ask questions and give feedback on the re-established
Docent Program.

We appreciate the support from our community, tribal administrative staff, and the Tribal Council.  We’re
excited to get this program up and running and look forward to working alongside our new volunteers!
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If you are Interested, please submit a Letter of Intent.  Forms are located at
the Bishop Tribal office.  Please state that you would like to be on “Cultural Advisory Committee”. 

OWENS VALLEY PAIUTE SHOSHONE CULTURAL CENTER

INTERESTED IN BEING ON THE CULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE? 
SEEKING 2 MORE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

~1-2 meetings per month  ~Paid Stipend for Committee Members 

SAVE THE DATE 
UPCOMING CC OUTREACH ACTIVITES FOR AUGUST 

NUUMU WIA NU LECTURES AND ACTIVITIES
HAPPENING ALL AT THE CULTURAL CENTER

OVPSCC OUTREACH PROGRAM
RECAP OF HANDGAME WORKSHOP 
We had a great turnout at the Hand Game workshop
that we hosted during the Community Market. Troy
Watterson was leading the workshop; He did an
amazing job at teaching the rules and keeping
things running smoothly. Troy started the workshop
to invite newcomers who wanted to learn more
about Hand Games and how to play. After the
workshop, community members stayed to play
some open games, which was a great success and
went to dusk  hours. We will continue to host more
of these activities during the market.  

THURSDAY - AUGUST 7TH

 Joseph Sepsey - Tule duck making workshop 

TUESDAY - AUGUST 12TH

Community Market - Nuumu Wia Nu Activity (TBA)

THURSDAY -AUGUST 21ST

Charlene Redner - Willow & Basket-making Discussion(TBD)        

TUESDAY - AUGUST 26TH

Community Market - Nuumu Wia Nu Activity
OPEN TO ALL

COMMUNITY MEMBERS
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-Professional Development
-Budgeting

-Onsite Employer Training 
-CPR/First Aid 

-Interview Preparation

and much MORE! 

June 2025June 2025

Summer
Youth  

On the job training 

 Program Focus  
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Bishop Paiute Tribe: Administration, Enrollment, Elders,
Bishop Paiute Development Corporation, Environmental
Management Office, Food Sovereignty, Family Formation,
Social Services, Community Development, Bishop Indian
Education Center
Toiyabe Indian Health Project
California Indian Legal Services
Owens Valley Career Development Center: TANF

 Work Sites
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S E P T E M B E R  2 6 - 2 8 ,  2 0 2 5S E P T E M B E R  2 6 - 2 8 ,  2 0 2 5S E P T E M B E R  2 6 - 2 8 ,  2 0 2 5

HANDGAMEHANDGAMEHANDGAME
NO KICK STICK 
NO THUMB POINTING 
NO DRUMS DURING TOURNAMENT 
OPEN GAMES ALL WEEKEND 
NO PETS AT TOURNAMENT 
BRING YOUR OWN CHAIR 

HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE BISHOP PAIUTE TRIBE’S 
CALIFORNIA INDIAN DAY ACTIVITIES  & PABANAMANINA POWWOW

EVENT IS SPONSORED BY THE 
BISHOP PAIUTE TRIBE, WANAAHA

CASINO, BISHOP PAIUTE GAS STATION,
YUHUBI NOBI GAS STATION/ MARKET,

ALONG WITH FUNDRAISING AND
COMMUNITY SUPPORT.

WHONAH/CONTACT:  TARA FRANK (760) 920-1177

BISHOPBISHOPBISHOP
INDIANINDIANINDIAN   

SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE

For more information contact
Meryl Picard 760.920.9977 or
Ambroshia Stone 760.920.7534

Call to
Action

Parade,  Luncheon,
Event take down 

Volunteers are
needed for a
smooth &
successful
California Indian
Day Celebration.

September 27, 2025
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BECOME A TRIBAL FOSTER PARENT TODAY!

ICWA Program Statistics 
2024:

15 Children with CPS Cases
16 Child Abuse
Investigations

2025: 
18 Children with CPS Cases
23 Child Abuse
Investigations
13 Children in Foster Care
Children Ages 0-18
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VACANCIES FOR THE BISHOP PAIUTE TRIBE COMMITTEES/BOARDS: 

CULTURAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE     
KAYLA STONE

DIANA TERRAZAS
PENDING
VACANT

TRIBAL ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION ACT (TEPA) BOARD

RICK NAPOLES
ANNA HOHAG

NOAH WILLIAMS 
AHWANEE WILLIAMS

VACANT

FOOD SOVEREIGNTY
PROGRAM COMMITTEE

DIANE HART
VACANT
VACANT
VACANT
VACANT

CONSTITUTION
COMMITTEE     
DAVID WEAVER

VICTORIA BEGAY
PENDING
VACANT
VACANT

TRIBAL HISTORIC
PRESERVATION OFFICE (THPO)

COMMITTEE     
PATRICIA BENGOCHIA

STAR NARCOMEY
DARRELL MADDOX SR.

MERVIN HESS
VACANT

UTILITY BOARD
VACANT
VACANT
VACANT
VACANT
VACANT

EDUCATION PARENT
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

KATELYNN LENT
KAYLA STONE

VACANT
VACANT
VACANT

TRIBAL COURT ADVISORY
COMMITTEE

PATRICIA HOWARD
VALERIE GOODWIN

LYDIA SCHULTZ
VACANT
VACANT

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
KATRINA STONE

DEEANNE CHIATOVICH 
LISA MANUELITO

VACANT
VACANT 

POW WOW COMMITTEE
JOANN HANSON

JOAN A. HUFF
LYNETTE ROMERO 

JORDAN FRANKSON
VACANT

SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE
ERIN W. HOWARD

EARL LENT III
SABRINA RENTERIA

VACANT
VACANT

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN A VACANCY ON A COMMITTEE/ BOARD,
PLEASE SUBMIT A LETTER OF INTENT. FORMS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE TRIBAL OFFICE.

ALL COMMITTEE’S ARE PAID HONORARIUMS
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TRIBAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENTTRIBAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT
CONTACT INFORMATIONCONTACT INFORMATION

760-873-3584

Chief Executive Officer
Joseph Byrd

joseph.byrd@bishoppaiute.org
ext. 1300

Chief Operations Officer  
Brian Adkins

brian.adkins@bishoppaiute.org
ext. 2100

Chief Operations Officer
Ambroshia Stone

ambroshia.stone@bishoppaiute.org
ext. 1340

Tribal Council Administrative Assistant
Charlene Keller

charlene.keller@bishoppaiute.org
ext. 1200

Administrative Supervisor
Jordan Andreas

jordan.andreas@bishoppaiute.org
ext. 1310

Administrative Receptionist
Marissa Romero

marissa.romero@bishoppaiute.org
ext. 1110

Public Relations Specialist
Victoria Begay

victoria.begay@bishoppaiute.org
ext. 1350

Administrative Float Clerk 
VACANT

@bishoppaiute.org
ext. 1111

BISHOP PAIUTE TRIBAL COUNCIL

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Meryl Picard

meryl.picard@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 920-9977

COUNCIL MEMBER
Jeff Romero

jeff.romero@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 920-3706

CHAIRMAN
Steven Orihuela

steven.orihuela@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 920-2967

VICE CHAIRWOMAN
Emma Williams

emma.williams@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 784-4720

COUNCIL MEMBER
Chad Delgado

chad.delgado@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 920-7282



RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

PAIUTE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING
50 TU SU LANE

BISHOP, CA 93514
760.873.3584 PH
760.873.4143 FAX
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